
1 CORINTHIANS

Chapter 12

Spiritual Gifts / Unity in Diversity



I. We Belong to Each Other in the Body.
(12:1-20)

(1:4-7 - 7so that you come short in no gift

A. We share the same confession. (Vs. 1-3)
- Romans 10:9-10, that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 

believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved.

- 10For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.

B. We serve the same God. (Vs. 4-6)
- In the spiritual body – the church

1 We possess gifts from the same Spirit (v.4), 

2 Partake in service to the same Lord (v.5), 

3 Share in the working or operations of the same God (v.6).



C. We seek to build the same body.  (Vs. 7-12)

We must distinguish between:

- (1) Spiritual Gift, (Eph. 1:13-14). 

- (2) Spiritual gifts,

- (3) Spiritual offices gifts, 1 Peter 4:10; 1Cor. 12:28; Rom. 12:4-.

- (4) Spiritual graces, (Gal. 5:22-23; 1 Cor. 13:4-7). 

D. We share the same baptism. (Vs. 13-20)

"They are many members, yet one body" (V.20).  



II. We Need Each Other in the Body!
(12:21-24)

A. Each member is important.
Eph. 4:11-16, And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,
12for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ, 13…

14that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—

16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every 
joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every 
part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of 
itself in love.

B. Each gift is important & has a place in the body.



III. We Affect Each Other in the Body.  
(12:25-31)

A. No divisions in the Body. (V.25)

Eph. 4:16, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together 

by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by 
which 

every part does its share, causes growth of the body 

for the edifying of itself in love.



B. God's Plan includes all of us.

1 Cor. 9:1; Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus 
Christ our Lord?

Acts 1:22; "2… one of these must become a witness with us of His 
resurrection.”

(Acts 13:2) – The Holy Spirit said…

Hebrews 2:3-4, 3how shall we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, (the Apostles)

4God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?



C. Notice that tongues stand last on the list.
(vs. 20-30).  "Do all speak with tongues?  Do all interpret? – No, is 
the implied answer!

"that they all may be one" (Jh 17:21).

Eph. 4:1-6, 1I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to 
walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,
2with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with 
one another in love,
3endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one 
hope of your calling;
5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all.


